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Fiber Glass Building
Insulation Products:
The Facts About Mold Growth
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NAIMA is the association for North American
manufacturers of fiber glass, rock wool, and slag
wool insulation products. Its role is to promote
energy efficiency and environmental preservation through the use of fiber glass, rock wool,
and slag wool insulation, and to encourage the
safe production and use of these materials.

the possibility of mold growth is

Agency (FEMA) suggest that fiber
glass batts can be removed, dried and
replaced if they are wet from clean
water. They also suggest that cellulose (loose or blown-in treated paper)
insulation can lose its antifungal and
fire retardant abilities when wet and,
therefore, should be replaced.8 The
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), however, recommends that all
wet insulation be discarded and
replaced.9 Although fiber glass can be
reused in many circumstances,
NAIMA suggests consulting FEMA,10
EPA, the American Red Cross, or other
reputable sources for specific guidance and definition of terms, before
taking any remedial action. If, after
consulting these organizations, a question still remains, NAIMA suggests

References
1 “The New Complete Book of Home
Remodeling, Improvement and Repair,”
A.M.Watkins, 1979, p. 171.
2 “2002 Annual Book of ASTM Standards,”
ASTM C1338: Standard Test Method for
Determining Fungi Resistance of
Insulation Materials and Facings, section
4, vol. 04.06, p. 721.
3 “Owens Corning Integrex Testing
Systems Report: Certification to ASTM
C665 Specification,” January 20,2000,
Report #71392-1.
4 “Mold: Cause, Effect and Response,”
FWCI, March 2002, p. 31.
http://www.awci.org/mold-series-1.pdf
5 “Mold Remediation in Schools and
Commercial Buildings,” EPA, 25 June
2001, p. 39.
http://www.epa.gov/iaq/molds/mold_re
mediation.html
6 “National Best Practices Manual for
Building High Performance Schools,” US
DOE, 10/25/01, p. 123.
www.doe.gov/bridge
7 “2002 Annual Book of ASTM Standards,”
ASTM C1320: Standard Practice for
Installation of Mineral Fiber Batt and
Blanket Thermal Insulation for Light Frame
Construction, section 4, vol. 04.06, p. 714.

For more information, contact:
NAIMA
44 Canal Center Plaza, Suite 310
Alexandria, VA 22314
Phone: 703-684-0084
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